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was like divesting a column of its capital.   But the
native stateliness was there, informing the new hat.

Had not yet lost

All his original beaver; nor appeared
Less than arch-steward ruined, and the excess
Of glory obscured.

The late Emperor Paul had conceived such a sense
of the dignity of the cocked hat, aggravated by its
having been deposed by the round one of the French
republicans, that he ordered all persons in his
dominions never to dare be seen in public with
round hats, upon pain of being knouted and sent to
Siberia. "*

.* Hats being the easiest part of the European dress
to be taken off, are doffed among us out of reverence.
The Orientals, on the same account, put off their
slippers instead of turbans, which is the reason why
the Jews still keep their heads covered during
worship. The Spanish grandees have the privilege of
wearing their hats in the royal presence, probably in
commemoration of the free spirit in which the Cortes
used to crown the sovereign; telling him (we suppose
in their corporate capacity) that they were better
men than he, but chose him of their own free will for
their master. The grandees only claim to be as good
men, unless their families are older. There is a well-
known story of a picture, in which the Virgin Mary
is- represented with a label coming out of her mouth,
saying to a Spanish gentleman who has politely taken
off his hat, " Cousin, be covered." But the most
interesting anecdote connected with a hat belongs to
the family of the De Courcys, Lord Kinsale. One of
their ancestors, at an old period of our history, having
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